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Grace and peace to you all.

Those of you working through the E100 readings will have read this week of a flawed
man, Moses, who was able to do mighty things in the hands of God, leading his people
from oppression in Egypt to what at this stage seems an uncertain future. Over the
coming week we will discover something of what that future holds. So read on.

Yesterday John and | attended a meeting of the Presbytery of Western Australia, me in
Perth, but John from Merredin via video link. The Presbytery is the body of the church
with responsibility for pastoral oversight of congregations and ministers, so its decisions
are critical to the smooth functioning of the church within its boundaries. The Presbytery
has recognised that the church in Western Australia needs to be more outward looking
and has been working hard with congregations to achieve this. The Mission Shaped
Ministry training that | attended in the first part of this year, and that John has helped
deliver, is part of the strategy to achieve this. We were encouraged to hear stories from
congregations who are beginning to engage more with their communities in a range of
innovative ways. | have put a leaflet outlining the church’s four strategic directions, “A
Christian Community for Everyone”, on the noticeboard for you to look at.

While there are some signs of encouragement, the church in Western Australia still
faces significant challenges. One of these is property: all buildings in the Presbytery
have been inspected recently to reveal that maintenance of many of these has been
neglected, and the cost of bringing some of these up to an acceptable standard will be
significant. Happily, none of these buildings are in the Eastern Wheatbelt. Some difficult
decisions will have to be made about whether the resources tied up in some buildings
would be better used in other aspects of the church’s mission.

Blessings
Bob French
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SERVING IN MERREDIN

Today Next Sunday
Preacher John McKane (Communion) John McKane
\Worship Bob French Sal Marais
Musician Sal Marais Tania Higgins
Readers Kevin Tengvall and Anne Scarfe Gloria Banks and Doug Hermon
Elder Bob French Steve Higgins
Greeter Tengvall family Jolly family
Childrens’ Ministry Liana Foster Bronwyn McKane
Childrens’ Helper Steve Foster Kerry Hermon
Offering Counting Debbie Tengvall and Val Hooper Neville Jolly and Ray Snell
Sound John McKane Steve Higgins
Projection Kevin Tengvall Debbie Tengvall
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Next week at Merredin:
Laptop prep: - Debbie Tengvall

Cleaning: - Kerry Hermon

Ot her centres

Today

Next Sunday

Southern Cross—John McKane
(Communion)

(Communion)

Mukinbudin—John McKane

KELLERBERRIN RURAL RETREAT

Presbytery’s Rural Mi ni-isretreatia Kelldkbertinom Frittay 3o Suhdayr u n
11 August with the theme 'Brother sun and sister moon: Christian spirituality and the world

around us'. The weekend will offer opportunities to explore and express our relationship with the

Earth through four different themes: Aboriginal Spirituality; Celtic Spirituality; Franciscan

Spirituality; and Australian Contemporary Spirituality. The $90 cost covers accommodation, meals

and any materials. If you wish to attend please let Rev Gordon Scantlebury know by Monday

evening 5 August at gordonscant@gmail.com.

MISSION DIRECTION WORKSHOP

A workshop to develop the mission direction of the church in the eastern wheatbelt will be held at
the Merredin church next Saturday 10 August from 9.30—2.30, run by Rev Alison Gilchrist,
Presbytery of WA Mission Minister. Alison intends to make us work hard, but if you wish to attend

talk to Bob French.

a


mailto:gordonscant@gmail.com

NEXT EASTERN WHEATBELT CHURCH COUNCIL MEETING

The next meeting of the Eastern Wheatbelt Church Council was to be held at Merredin on
Saturday 17 August but will now be held following the workshop with Alison Gilchrist on
Saturday 10 August at from 3—5 pm.

prayers

A Prayer for the Uniting Churc

God of grace and truth, renew and revive your church,
Deepen our love for you and others.
Broaden our love for our church, our neighbours and your mission in the world.
Holy Spirit breathe new life into us.
In the name of Christ who loves us beyond measure.
AMEN
Il ntercession

Pray for ...

Sarah and Luke Higgins on the impending arrival of a new family member.
* Judy Doncon.

* Anne Sutherland and family.

* May Hayes-Thompson and family.

* For chaplaincy in Eastern Wheatbelt Schools: Merredin, Bruce Rock, and
Mukinbudin. Pray for both students and chaplains.

* For the Prime Minister and members of the Australian Parliament, the WA Premier
and members of the State Parliament, and the Police Force.

* St Andrew's Uniting Church, Uniting Church in the City (Ross Memorial, Trinity and
Wesley congregations). Please also pray for the Korean Christian Church in Japan
and Uniting Network.

You can give to the Parish by Direct Debit!

Bank: Westpac
Account name: Uniting Church in Australia Eastern Wheatbelt Parish
BSB: 036 105 Account number: 92 0019

From the Synod P& ayer Cal end

Put your congregation and the word “offerin

ar
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Do you have a special need for prayer? Remember the Elders are always available for
one on one prayer following services at Merredin.

ELDERS CONTACT DETAILS

Bob French 9041 1780 Gordon Jones 9047 1073
Louise French 9041 1780 Sal Marais 9041 2473
Steve Higgins 9041 5080 Debbie Tengvall 9044 3269



THIS WEEK

9.00 am MERREDIN—John McKane
6.30 pm  SOUTHERN CROSS—John McKane (Communion)

| MoNDAY 5™ August 2019 |

5.30 pm Ladies’ Bible Study at the Merredin church. See Debbie
Tengvall for more details.

| TUESDAY 6™ August 2019 |

10.00 am Merredin Ladies Guild meets at the church.

| WEDNESDAY 7" August 2019 |

6.15 pm  Prayer meeting at the Merredin church.

| THURSDAY 8" August 2019 |

5.30 pm  Merredin Elders meet at the church.

| FRIDAY 9™ August 2019 |

| SATURDAY 10" August 2019 |

9.30 am  Parish Mission Direction workshop at the Merredin church.
3.00 pm  Church Council meeting at the Merredin church.

SUNDAY 11" August 2019

9.00am MERREDIN—John McKane
11.00am MUKINBUDIN—John McKane (Communion)

/tems for Newsletter:

If there is anything you would like included in the next newsletter, including
prayer requests, please let Bob French know on 9041 1780 or

robert.frenchl@bigpond.com
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